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‘The postcolonial edge’:
emerging cross-cultural

visual artists in Darwin
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printe noulpturs and textiles in
mamorisl B and the ar-ol-
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manager for sel-initirled pubdic
arifintanmedia with cubiunsily
firisheind] AU grants,
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ong-tenm residents of ‘remobe’ Darwin.
Together, they form an imponent part
of & sustainable community, creating
neny Mmaanings and a more maaningiul
cuuaity of Be in the anea, Despite tha
curreni political cimate of economic
rationaksm, these artisls ae
detemmingd {0 mantain ther identity, to
ooninue making arl, and 0 deelop a
naticnal exhibition practice. Their ability
to rermain resdiant is testamant to their
dogped detemination and, possibhy,
becausa they ssa themsehes ag
outside mainstream Australian cultume
dua [ thesr geographical remodeness.
Yehabevar tha reason, the contrbuticn
of these arists to chvic e and
sustainable communily i cerifiable.
Flona Gaving [b. Australia) is a
sculptor and weaver workdng with
e and tedile ard forms that reflact
posicoionial issues and cara of th
aarth, Shae has leamed raditional
colour and Bbre preparation. A
Diembarmupynou slder from Echo
lelend mantoned and adopbed Gaving
and taught har traditional technigues.

Adrienne Kneebone (b, Australia) ks a
waaner highly influencead by
architectonic forms and architectursal
idaas, Shi Ginasops artwork
concaming the infuence of mobile-
phana fechnology and upooming
widrabla ssamiess technology in
chothing Tasheon, Her interest g N links
that maintakn national and international

communication systams, and the
pedaposton of the 'grassnoots waaver
Jengis J lsdiants (b Indonesis) paints
u=ing imagany redating fo his cultural
Eackground, including sounds in his
nathve language, colours, and the
sacrad poaition of the coconut, which
s usad a5 an offering. His sculphural
instakations ans oolouriess, faaburing
wood and organic materials, and have
been influancad by artists such as
Meartin Punyaar from the LIS,

Angeline Ross [, Sabah) and Rozs
Gecrga (0. Austraka) heve been
influenced by Australa'’s patit-point
ermbroigererinstalation afist, Namle
Jubsdin Both artists usa neediework 1o
prass namative ideas about political
amancipation of the cppressed or
dispoesessed and thair persona
connaction to land or place. They aiso
decplany ferminist philosophical positions
about communities-of-cam,

Aly de Groot (b Australs) responds bo
nuciear-waate dsposal lssues in the
Moriturm Torritory, She has bean
mantomed n radiional basket-wsiing
techniquas (n pendanus and tha less
iraditional bamana fibra] and prepares
her own nafural dyes. Hec arbwork
expEassas, I her own words, ‘the
fragila redationship of depandancy that
all humans hvd with 1hedr natural
armvonment’. She iz particudarky
sonsithve 1o ‘cultural appropdation’

EEsuss. Her unhearsity resaearch s
contribiting to this debats,

iy oxpanianca in the acadarmy and tha
enmramnity in Darein & of & Top End
wiith a rich Indipancus &t scane
ncreasingly enhancad by amanging,
sengiihe, polticaly-nfommed visual
artists. Tha mainstasm pacaption of
Ciarwin a5 a city whane tourksts stop for
consgarnpiion by ‘bushmen’ & ol a
naticnal paak and hippies group o foa
on a trek o Ball or India, |s ocutdaled
anec] iy limited, Artist-craftspersons
B WOTKING O IMages and ilegs abou
idantity, place and dispossession of the
land, Many of them aré migrant
Eurpasn-Ausiraion and Southasast
Asian-Australian atists who together
form a broad-based inercultural aeis
S0an. Contermponany univarsity-
edycated ariists working tocdsy, alan
amg inflormead by faminist and
paeslcoionial thaonas, and ofien have a
el concem for thin natural
améronment and curent Indiganoys
political issues. Tha artists dantified in
s atiche reprasant only a few of the
talented, passionate, independenthy
gpirited vislonanes who am kaming
Indigemnous sisters and Brothans e
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